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9 . Electrostatic Charging on Liquid Caused by Spraying
by Yasuyuki TaBaTa*, Tsutomu Kopama** and Atsushi OHsSAwWA**

Abstract . Leakage accidents of pressurized flammable liquids and discharges of liquefied gasses or
steam, which are accompanied by spraying of liquid, often occur in chemical plants. Also, there are a lot
of spraying processes such as coating, cooling, cleaning, chemical reaction, sprinkling, painting and so on
in industry. A large amount of electrostatic charges generated by liquid flow, separation from nozzle and
division of liquid drop accumulate on liquid drops and mist in spite of electric conductivity of the liquid.
The charged cloud consisting of such charged liquid drops and mist raises electrostatic field strength and
may generate electrostatic discharges. Furthermore it sometimes causes an ignition of flammable
mixtures in case the charged cloud is large in scale and high in concentration.

In order to prevent such an explosion during spraying of liquid, proper safety evaluation applicable
to actual liquid spraying and countermeasures against the ignition are required in industry. The purpose
of this research is to clarify the basic characteristics of electrostatic charging and to discuss the
evaluation method for ignition risk during spraying of liquid. Using a small scale of experimental
apparatus consisting of a two-fluids nozzle we measured the nozzle current from the isolated matal
nozzle to the ground, and the mesh current from a metal mesh with 19 cm diameter to the ground using
a electrometer, respectively. The mesh was placed at 2 m distance from the nozzle. Electrostatic potential
at the edge of the charged cloud was measured with a hand sized electrostatic surface potential meter.
Flow rate of liquid drops was calculated from the weight of liquid trapped on a paper filter attached to
the metal mesh.

The results obtained from the experiments are as follows :

(1) Charge to mass ratio on water drops at the position of 2 m in front of the nozzle was two
figures larger than that at the nozzle and reached more than 1 xC/kg because of a large amount of
charges generated by division of liquid drops after the spraying.

(2) Electrostatic charging of methanol, gasoline and their mixtures during the spraying was almost
the same level and approximately a half of that of water.

(3) It was found that electrostatic potential at the edge of the charged cloud could be estimated
assuming a uniform space charge distribution in the radial direction. '

(4) Incendiary discharges are likely to occur when the charge cloud is large in scale and high in
concentration because a large amount of charges generate on liquid drops during spraying.

Keywords ; Static electricity, Electrostatic charging, Spraying of liquid, Incendiary discharge, Explosion
and fire
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Fig. 1 Schematic of experimental set-up for spray
charging.
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Table 1 Experimental results of spray charging of water.
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Table 2 Experimental results of spray charging of flammable liquids.
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Table 3 Calculated values of charge density
on water drop.
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Table 4 Calculated values of charge density on
flammable liquids.
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Fig. 2 Record of elctric potential on a PTFE plate.
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