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Investigation of Overturning of Mobile Crane due to Penetration
of Outriggers induced by Failure of Ground*
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Abstract: Overturning of mobile cranes frequently occur on construction sites. Mobile cranes are
comprised of hoisting machinery combined with both a base carrier and a revolving super structure.
Outriggers are equipped at the base carrier. The mobile crane usually stands on the outriggers
which are extended laterally and set on the ground during hoisting operation to keep the crane
level. Investigation of these accidents confirmed that one cause of the accidents was penetration of
the outriggers into the ground. This study focuses on the fact of both penetration of the outriggers
due to failure of the ground and overturning accidents of mobile cranes. Procedures and results in
this papér are summarized as follow;

1) Investigation using reports of occupational accidents was carried out to clarify conditions at the
overturning. Penetration of the outriggers was seen in about 40 % of the reports investigated.
Although the net rated load is prescribed for safety of stability, about 20% of the overturning
occurred where hoisting weight was less than the net rated load.

2) Bearing capacity tests on model grounds were carried out to investigate both strength and
deformation characteristics due to the penetration. Soil used in the tests was Kanto loam which
is a kind of volcanic cohesive soil for the partially saturated ground. Model footing simulating
float of outrigger settled with increasing acting stress on the model ground which had uniform
strength. It was found, however, the footing settled rapidly on a layered model ground which
had a hard surface layer overlying soft ground. The hard surface has characteristics of brittle
failure considering condition of the soil dried. A wedge failure under the footing was developed
in the ground due to penetration. Vertical displacements around the wedge were predominant
comparing to the horizontal displacements.

3) A theoretical stability analysis was performed by both static and kinetic formulations. The
mobile crane tilt due to penetration of the outriggers. At the same time, an arm length of
overturning moment increases with decreasing a boom angle. This mechanism is considered as
the static instability of the mobile crane due to penetration. Meanwhile, where the ground fails
suddenly and the outriggers penetrate rapidly, moment of inertia due to penetration is important
in addition to the static instability. The results indicate that penetration of the outriggers into
the ground (i.e. depth of penetration and its speed) greatly influences the stability of mobile
cranes.
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Fig. 1  Schematic figure of mobile crane.
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Table 1 Number of casualties due to crane and similar
equipment.
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Table 2 Number of accidents due to mobile crane
investigated.
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Fig. 4  Ground types at overturning.
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Accident due to overturning of mobile crane
involving penetration of outriggers.
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Fig. 7 Distribution of acting pressure on ground and
types of mobile crane.
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Table 3 Physical properties of Kanto loam.
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Table 4 Conditions of bearing capacity tests.
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Fig. 8  Schematic figure of bearing capacity test.
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Fig. 15 Distribution of maximum shear strains inside of
ground. (depth of penetration is between 0 and
5 mm).
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Fig. 17 Modeling of mobile crane for analysis of static
instability.
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Table 5 Conditions of calculations.
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Fig. 21 Static and kinetic instability of mobile crane
comparing effect of angle of jib.
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