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SADT Values of Solid Organic Chemicals of the
Pseud-autocatalytic Decomposition Type*

by Takashi KOTOYORI**

Abstract: Chemicals which are solid at the normal temperature are classified into the following
three groups according to the difference in their self-heating behaviour;

GroupI. Solids to which the Frank-Kamenetskii’s equation is applicable to calculate their critical
temperatures for the thermal explosion, T'c values. When exposed to the surroundings maintained
at a temperature equivalent to the starting temperature T's, a solid chemical of this kind warms up
to the T's within one hour. It then continues to self-heat as a solid with a rate varying as a function
of the ambient temperature in accordance with the Arrhenius equation;

Group II. Solids to which the Semenov’s equation is applicable to calculate their T'c values.
When exposed to the surroundings maintained at a temperature equivalent to T's, a solid chemical
of this kind fuses at once (if the T's is above the melting point of the chemical). The resultant liquid
then warms up to the T's within one hour, then continues to self-heat with a rate varying as a
function of the ambient temperature in accordance with the Arrhenius equation;

Group ITI.  Solids to which neither of the two equations of the thermal explosion theory is appli-
cable to calculate their Tc values. When exposed to the surroundings maintained at a temperature
equivalent to T's, a solid chemical of this kind warms slowly up to the T's, remains at the T's over a
long period of time, in due time begins to fuse little by little, and commences a rapid self-heating,
once the fusion has been accomplished.

Solids in Groups I and II are referred to as the thermal decomposition or TD type. Both groups
have the same characteristic that their decompositions are not accompanied by any phase changes,
so that their rates of thermal decomposition, which are observed as adiabatic temperature rises of
chemicals, vary as functions of ambient temperature in accordance with the Arrhenius equation.
Therefore, the application of either equation used in the thermal explosion theory becomes possible.

On the other hand, solids in Group III are called the pseud-autocatalytic decomposition or pseud-
AC type, because their self-heating behaviours resemble closely those of chemicals of the true AC
type. The characteristic of chemicals of this type is that their decomposions are accompanied by
a phase change, fusion. That is, a molecule of solid chemicals of this type begins to decompose
exothermically once it is released from the fixation composed by the surrounding crystal structure
by fusion. Therefore, their apparent rates of thermal decomposition, which is observed as an adiabatic
temperature rise of the system, is not in accordance with the Arrhenius equation. Accordingly, the
Te of solid chemicals of the pseud-AC type is not calculable by applying either equation of the
theory.
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Instead, it is known that, when a solid chemical of this type is exposed to surroundings maintained
at a temperature equivalent to T's, an empirical formula, In At = a/T's + b, holds between the the
elapsed time, At, from the start of the exposure till the commencement of the self-heating of the
chemical and T's, where a and b are constants.

In this work, the above empirical formula was established for chemicals of the pseud-AC type,
using an isothermal storage testing device equipped with an aluminum block. The accuracy of
temperature control of the block is + 0.05~0.08K. A glass closed cell, the reference cell, containing
a definite quantity of an inactive reference material, silica (silicon dioxide) powder, is first placed
on the bottom of a hole bored in an aluminium block maintained at a temperature T's. Then, the
T's value of each run is determined as an arithmetic mean of digital outputs of the T's recorded for
two days. After the reference cell has been removed, another closed glass cell, the sample cell, in
which a known quantity of sample is contained, is inserted into the hole, while the aluminium block
is maintained at the same temperature, T's. Then, the time, At, is measured. The measurement is
automatically interrupted once the sample temperature has risen by 0.3K above the T's to prevent
the cell exploding,

The Self-Accelerating Decomposition Temperature or SADT is then calculated as a T's value
corresponding to a At value of 7 days, based on the empirical formula established above.

SADT values thus calculated for five solid chemicals of the pseud-AC type showed, in general,
rather good agreement with a few corresponding reported values. However, these SADT values are
in most cases 20~30K lower than the corresponding temperature values such as the decomposition
temperature, the melting points listed in some catalogs of fine chemicals, or the exothermic onset
temperatures measured by thermal analysis. This fact indicates that the latter temperature values
are not adequate as criteria for the thermal instability of, at least, solid chemicals of the pseud-AC
type.

Keywords; SADT, Solid organic chemical, Pseud-autocatalytic decomposition type, Thermal in-

stability, Isothermal storage testing device
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Fig. 1 TG-DTA curves of four solid chemicals of the
TD type.
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Fig. 2 TG-DTA curves of four solid chemicals of the
pseud-AC type.
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Table 1  The four solid chemicals of the TD type.
TD B0 4 BOEFERLE

OBSH 95%  4,4’-Oxybis(benzenesulfonyl hydrazide)

TCSH 98%  2,4,5-Trichlorobenzenesulfonyl hydrazide

NQC 98%  1,2-Naphthoquinone-2-diazido-5-sulfonyl chloride
AIBN 98%  o,a’-Azobis(isobutyronitrile)
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Fig. 3 Simultaneous occurrence of the chemical phe-
nomenon of exothermic decomposition and the
physical phenomenon of endothermic fusion in
the case of ABCN as an example of solid chem-
icals of the pseud-AC type.
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Fig: 4 Correlation among the thermal analysis curves, the self-heating types of thermally unstable chemicals and the two

critical conditions for the thermal explosion.
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Table 2 A classification of thermally unstable chemicals.
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Fig. 7 A diagrammatic self-heating behaviour of chem-
icals of the pseud-AC type.
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Table 3  The five solid chemicals of the pseud-AC type tested.
R0 AC B0 5 BOEKELE

AMVN  95%  2,2’-Azobis(4-methoxy-2,4-dimethylvaleronitrile)
LPO 99%  Lauroyl peroxide

BSH 98%  Benzenesulfonyl hydrazide

TSH 97%  p-Toluenesulfonyl hydrazide

ABCN  98% 1,1’-Azobis(cyclohexanecarbonitrile)
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Table 4 Comparison of the SADT values determined for five solid chemicals of the pseud-AC type with corresponding
reported measured values and other reference temperatures.
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Solid SADT Reference temperatures
organic present results other reports Catalog6) E.O.T. by DSC?)
chemicals (°C) (°C) (°0) (°0)
AMVN 28.4 50(dec.) 63
LPO 48.4 499 54(mp) 67
BSH 81.2 102(mp) 113
TSH 82.0 865) 108(dec.) 124
ABCN 86.3 115(mp) 118
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Fig. 12 Two T's values of LPO at the two At values of Temperature
30 days and 60 days. Fig. 13 A typical thermal analysis curve of organic solid
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Fig. 14 The subtle difference between a liquid of the
TD type and a liquid of the pseud-AC type.
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