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Residual Stress Measurements in Butt-Welded Plates
by X-Ray and Hole-Drilling Strain-Gage Methods™

by Etsuji YOSHIHISA**

Abstract; Welding residual stresses are frequently of interest in fracture evaluations of structural
components. Although some data are available on them in small-sized specimens, data for large-
sized plates, in particular with a comparison of different measurement methods, are scarce.

The objects of this study were to investigate the effect of the specimen size on the welding
induced residual stress and to compare the data obtained by two different methods. One was
X-ray diffraction strain measurement which was the nondestructive technique. The other was
hole-drilling strain-gage method which was the semi-destructive one and appropriate in field
application. Three pairs of different-sized plates made of mild steel, JIS SB410, were butt-welded
in the arc welding process with 5 runs to make three types of specimens. The sizes of the
specimens were 1530 mm X 600 mm, 765 mm X 1235 mm and 770 mm X 600 mm. Longitudinal
and transverse residual stresses were measured along the weld line and the transverse line which
crossed at the midpoint of the weld line. The results of this paper are summarized as follows:

(1) The shapes of the residual stress distributions in plates butt-welded with 5 runs, can
be inferred from those for Bead-on-plate with single run, obtained by Ueda et al. with thermal
elasto-plastic analysis of the welding process, and the longitudinal residual stresses along the
weld lines are near the yield point level of the basic material. 4

(2) In the plates butt-welded under the same condition, the above mentioned residual
stresses along the weld lines increase, as the weld lines become longer. On the other hand,
the widths of the plates give little influence.

(3) The shapes of the residual stress distributions in the plates cut in the direction perpen-
dicular to the weld lines remain similar to the shape before cutting, but the longitudial stresses
along the weld lines decrease.

(4) The longitudinal and transverse stresses along the weld lines, obtained by hole-drilling
method are much higher than those by x-ray method and most of the longitudinal stresses exceed
the yield strength. Local yielding in the periphery of the hole cause errors in experimentally
determined residual stresses. In the range near the yield level, hole-drilling method is considered
to lose accuracy in the measurement of stresses. '
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Table 1 Chemical composition of material used

HREDELES (We.%)

C Si Mn P S
0.15 0.25 0.66 0.012 0.002

Table 2 Mechanical properties of material used
SR OBHEREE
Yield Strength  Tensile Strength Elogation
(MPa) (MPa) (%)
274 411 34
Table 3 Welding condition

REERN

Pass Method Current Volt Speed Heat-Input
(A) (V) (cm/min) (kJ/cm)

1 Manual Arc 170 30 16 19
2 Submerged Arc 520 38 50 24
3 Submerged Arc 530 38 40 30
4 Submerged Arc 530 36 50 23
5 Submerged Arc 530 36 30 38
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(b) On transverseline

Residual stress distributions for specimen type A, measured by X-ray method
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(b) On transverse line

Residual stress distributions for specimen type B, measured by X-ray method
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Fig. 4 Residual stress distributions for specimen type C, measured by X-ray method
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Redistributed residual stresses for specimen type A sectioned in transverse direction
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Fig. 6 Strain gage rosette arrangement for deter-

mining residual stress
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