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Abstract ; The technical terminology “Fail-safe” is now used as different concepts in various
. engineering fields. The discrepancy sometimes brings about confusion to the discussions on safety
among the different engineering systems. It is important for carrying execution into safety plans
for mechatronics, especially robotics which consists of overall engineering systems, that a
generalized methodology to conceptualize saftety measures be established.

In this paper, first, hazard restraint measures are generalized as the following four principles,

based on the “Action-change and Action-chain” hazard production theory :

(1) Careful selection of system elements,

{(2) Prevention of undesirable changes in each system element,

(3) Inhibition which prevents the system from transferring to a system phase in which a

damage can be brought about, and

(4) Control which prevents the system from causing a damage after the system has

transferred to the system phase.

Second, hazard control, which materializes the Hazard Restraint Principles (3) or (4), is general-
ized in terms of a “Dissociation of Action—linkages.”' Dissociations of action links are categorized
by the following dissociation principles :

P, ; Control of an action-source,

P, ; Control of an action-path,

P; ; Control of an action-source and path, and

P, ; Control by substitution for a failed function.

Third, the relationships between the dissociation principles and the action link dissociations,
are given [Theorem 1]. Here, the dissociation actions, which act an element and are necessary
conditions for dissociation of an action link from the element, are categorized as follows :

(a’) ; Energy-transmission type,

(b’) ; Information-propagation type,

(c’). ; Agent-transfer type,

(d’) ; Supply-obstruction type,

(¢') ; Existence-form type,

(f) ; Function-cessation type, and

(g'&g”) ; Function-substitution type.

Next, the fundamental relationships between the dissociation principles and the dissociation

o
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actions are given [Theorem 2], and the schematic representation of the dissociations is shown in

Fig. 2. Control chains, which link a dissociation element and are necessary conditions for generation

of a dissociation action from the dissociation element, are introduced. Control chains consist of
control action links. Control actions are categorized into types “a””, “b””, “c””, “d””, “e””, and “f"”
like dissociation actions. .

Then, reversal action, which, are produced by a element’s failure to generate a control action
or a dissociation action, are categorized into types “a”, “b”, “¢”, “d”, “e”, and “f",, The
fundamental properties of control or dissociation action reversals are developed [Theorem 3]: For
a reversal chain resulting from a reversal of a control action link, the fundamental fproperties are
given [Theorem 4, 5, and 6].

Finally, quantitative characteristics of the control actions and dissociation actions are
examined. A single-direction fluctuating action link, where the strength or property of the action is
controlled in a single direction, and a dual-direction fluctuating action link controlled in dual or
more directions, are introduced from the quantitative aspects of action control. Relationships
between dual-direction fluctuating action links in a hazard control system are given [Corollary
15]. Relationships between control (or dissociation) action types and single-direction (or dual-

direction) fluctuating actions are given [Theorem 7].
Last, architecture of hazard control systems is demonstrated by examples involving robot

failures etc., (Fig. 2~5).

Last of all, some discussions are made for carrying execution into effective safety plans.
Keyword ; Hazard Control System, Conceptual Design, Fail Safe, Fault Tolerance, Redundant
System, Safety, Reliability, Robot, Buzz Saw, Sensor.
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Fig. 1 Hazard identification of a robot by A
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Fig. 2 Dissociation principles and dissociation
action links
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Symbols are as in Fig. 3 except the followings :
F ; Fail-safe fu‘nction of sensor

f' ; Function-cessation-type dissociation action
a ; Energy-transmission-type reversal action
(s) ; Short-circuit failure of sensor.

Fig. 4 Conceptualization of a hazard control system with two a-type hazards
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Symbols are as in Fig. 4 except the followings :

N ; Environment, I; Air-supply system of robot,

T ; Transfer system of robot,

A ; Structure sub-system of transfer system, D ; Driving sub-system of transfer system, -

S’ ; Fault-tolerance function of sensor,

g’&g Function-substitution-type dissociation action,

; Energy ~transmission -type control action,
f ; Function-failure~type reversal action,

c" ;Agency-transfer-type control action,

(s) ; Sensor failure,

P4 ; Function-substitution-control dissociation principle.

Fig. 5 Conceptualization of a hazard control system with rescue robot
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Fig. 6 Conceptualization of hazard control system for buzz

saw machine
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