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Dust Explosions in a Cyclone System
by Toei MATSUDA** and Toshihiro HAvASHI**

Abstract ; Dust explosions in industrial plant can occur in various process units, such as hoppers,
dust coliectors and ducting. Cyclones are the most widely used industrial dust collectors for
separating dust and air from solid-gas streams. Some engineers recognize that dust explosions
might be avoided in a cyclone, which is employed usually for the collection of coarse particles
with spiral flows. Larger vortex in a cyclone, however, will be expected to increase a burning
rate of dust suspensions. To assess the dust explosion hazards, some experiments were carried
out in an industrial scale cyclone system.

The cyclone plant consisted of several units, as shown in Fig. 1, and the explosion pressures
were released through the vents on the quenching box connected to an outlet ducting from the
cyclone. The cyclone vessel, of volume 0.32 m®, was constructed to withstand much higher
explosion pressures than those anticipated, and was situated on a dust settling chamber of volume
0.15m®. The air velocity was measured in the inlet duct to the cyclone, and dust concentration
was given from the amounts of the air flow and the dust supplied. The ignition source was a
small amount of Al and Mg powders mixed with barium nitrate and barium peroxide. ABS-resin
dust and ethylene—vinylacetate—copolymer‘(EVA) were used as fuel, which were of industrial
grade with average diameters of 183 ym and 42 um, respectively (Fig. 3).

The first series of tests were to measure explosion pressures in non-vortex dust suspensions
in the cyclone without driving an exhaust fan. For the static tests, dust was dispersed through

« two perforated tubes by the aid of high pressure air (Fig.2). The maximum value of the
explosion pressures was 145 kPa, obtained with variations of dust quantities up to 300 g (Fig. 8).
Comparison was then made between the pressures in dust explosions and in methane-air
explosions in the cyclone without turbulent flows. For the static gaseous mixtures, a maximum
pressure of 202 kPa was observed in the cyclone when explosions were vented into the duct system
with two venting doors on the quenching box (Fig. 14).

Further tests were carried out while the fan was working. - The flowing dust-air mixtures
were ignited at position X1 in Fig. 1 and the explosion flames were propagated into the cyclone
vessel. Variations of explosion pressures in the cyclone with dust concentration are shown in

- Figs.17 and 18, at air velocities of 5.2, 8.3 and 13.4 m/s. An increase in the air velocity made
slightly higher the explosion pressures for two kinds of dust tested (Fig. 19), yet the maximum
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On the other
hand, the data obtained fr9rn time measurements between ion-gaps showed that the apparent
flame speed in the cyclone remained in some 10 m/s (Fig. 22) . The flame detectors showed that
explosion flames were seen both in the inlet and outlet ducts, and fire balls were often formed
outside near the mouth of the dust feeding duct.

pressures attained were lower than those observed under the non-flow conditions.

On these observations, any data have not been
given for the effect of vortex formation on the explosion to be much serious in the cyclone.

A working cyclone causes vortex flow, in which dust is concentrated close to the wall. These
turbulence and concentration gradient show the conflicting effects on dust explosion hazards by
each other. Palmer (Refs.4 and 5) cited only a fraction of the volume of the cyclone being
filled with an explosible dust suspension for a probable explanation of the low pressures in
their closed cyclone plant. For the cyclone in the present work, it seemed that the reduction of
explosion pressures would be explained as the results of effective explosion venting and

compulsive suction of the explosion flame towards the fan. Unless appro_priate vents were

provided with, explosion flame could be markedly intensified by the action of the fan.
Keywords ; Dust Explosion, Explosion Venting, Cyclone Separator
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Fig.2 Scheme of the dust dispersion system.
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Fig.4 Pressure-time traces with light transmission for EVA dust explosions in the cyclone
system with two vents, by dispersion method {numerical values in each record are the
ignition delay time and the dust charge).
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by dispersion method.
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dispersion method.
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Fig. 11 Typical records of explosion pressure and light transmission for ABS-resin dust in the
closed cyclone vessel, by dispersion method.
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attained and maximum rate of pressure
rise in the closed cyclone vessel, by
dispersion method.
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Fig. 13 Characteristics of methane-air explosion in the
closed cyclone vessel.
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Fig. 14 Explosion pressure of methane-
air mixture in the vented cyclone
vessel.
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