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Analysis of Accidents in Tunnel Construction Work (4)

by Shigeo HANAYASU*

1, Introduction

Every year many casualties take place in the construction industry. In particular, labour accidents associated
with construction work accout for about one third of all occupational accidents and represent nearly a half
of the number of death in all the industries. Among them, the tunnel construction sector has a higher accident
frequency rate and a higher severity rate than those of other construction sectors.

This paper presents statistical analysis of labour accidents occurred in a large construction project, with
particular'emphasis on tunneling work, in order to clarify the basic labour accident situation in constrution
site. .

2. Data collection and monitoring

The tunnels under the present investigation are those in a part of the New Sanyo bullet train construction
project ranging from Hiroshima to Yamaguchi prefectures, which numbers 75 construction sites. The accident
data were made available from the reports on industrial accident, which were submitted to the labour standard
inspection offices concerned. In addition, information concerning construction site features was collected from
the project records compiled by Japan National Railway.

So far as the variables on construction site features are concerned, 13 kinds numerical variables (eg. length
of tunnel excavated, construction periods, index of rock grading of site, total hours consumed in excavation,
etc.), including the number of accidents and 3 kinds of categorical data such as method of excavation,
transportation system, and on type of entrances in each construction site, were obtained from the construction
record.

After compiling these data on all construction sites, numerical variables in each site were divided by the
length of tunnel excavated in order to make these variables comparative between each site. In order to find
the outliers in these normalized data 3rd moment (skewness) and 4th moment (kurtosis) of these variables
were used. This detecting resulted in 6 construction sites had some discordant values with respect to the
construction variables. Hence, for the purpose of assuring the homogeneity of data structure, variables within
this 6 construction sites were excluded from the data set, so that the final number of construction sites for
the analysis was to be 69. )

3. Analysis and results

Various multivariate analysis methods were applied for the study of the basic relationship between labour
accidents and tunnel construction features on site. The main conclusions reached in this work are as follows:
1) From the correlation analysis, there is a strong correlation between the total number of accidents and
the total volume of construction materials consumed. However, the accident frequency rate (The number of
accidents per 1km) has no positive relation to the unit volume of the construction variables concerned. In
contrast to the overall accident frequency rate, the fatal accident frequency rate depends on the geological
characteristics of the strata on site and decreases in accordane with the inrease of unit volume of construction
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variables.
2) According to the principal component analysis, many selected numerical variables can be explained by
such a few factors as of the size of construction work, the geological factors of the tunnel, and labour accident:
factors. Since accidents constitute a major component in PCA analysis, statistical evaluation, with reference
to accidents, between construction sites can be conducted by making use of the accident frequency rate. The
poisson distribution also could be employed for the statistical analysis of the number of occurrences of accidents
in a site.
3) A discriminant function was developed to distinguish with high accuracy whether or not work place may
have fatal accidents during its construction periods. From the analysis, fatal accidents are more likely to occur
in a work place where the geological conditions are relatively better, and the execution of the construction
work was accomplished within a short or period of time. Interpretation of the valiables employed in the
proposed discriminant function were explained similar to the ones given in the correlation and the principal
component analyses.
4) Finally, multiple regression equation was proposed to predict the number of occurrences of accident in
a construction site with a relatively high mutiple correlation coefficient. Total volume of steel arches erected,
method of excavation, and index of rock grade have played an important role for establishing the regression
equations. These explanatory valiables could also give the same implications of the accident situation as
revealed in the preceding paragraphs.

Keywords : Tunnel, Occupational Accidents, Statistical Analyses
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Table 2 Fundamental statistics of normalized data
BHELF -2 EEXHEFAE

AVERAGE MINIMUM MAXIMUM SIGMA C.V.(%) SKEWNESS KURTOSIS

REFR | 12.3531 0.0000 30.6350 6.2786 50.8261 0.7259 0.3356
FETEH 2.7371 0.0000 11.8760 3.2605 119.1209 0.7991 —0.4542
BT TH 16.2752 5.5570 42.5200 7.4226 45,6067 1.2542 1.4181
B OE 7.9372 6.2000 11.0620 1.0934 13.7759 1.1510 0.9163
PR | 48.2751 40.1910 70.0000 7.5307 15.5996 1.5524 1.5484
SR ay=1i | 2.7880 1.0000 3.7900 0.7444 26.6951 —0.9280 —0.0890
THETH | 80.6514 54.5820 110.7540 12.5300 15.5360 0.4213 —0.2151
BiAgE | 43.0991 7.9230 70.3120 12.1063 28.0896 0.1688 —0.1063
BIE | 59.0296 50.7890 70.9370 5.7320 9.7104 0.5025 —0.9792
Thim | 52.4064 2.8250 200.0000 44 8147 85.5138 1.2092 1.0263
TFhEER | 40.8505 2.2000 100.0000 31.9538 78.2213 0.6238 —1.0522
g2 N 42,0051 16.9230 104.0890 17.1495 40.8272 1.3583 1.8971
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Table 3  Correlation matrix of actual data
KREEMEE v X

REH FEFCHE E £ BLAHK £ I & EEFE TPHEE
KEH | 1.0000 0.5495 0.6744  0.5197  0.7052  0.6703  0.3717
JETH | 0.5495  1.0000 0.6810  0.5074  0.6482  0.6496  0.3957
E K| 0.6744 0.6810 1.0000 0.7356  0.9692  0.9808  0.5292
HWIR% | 0.5197 0.5074  0.7356  1.0000 0.7377  0.7262  0.4015
#MI#®| 0.7052 0.6482  0.9692  0.7377  1.0000  0.9712  0.4298
EHEREM | 0.6703  0.6496  0.9808  0.7262°  0.9712  1.0000  0.3783
PHpETE | 0.3717  0.3957  0.5292 0.4015  0.4298  0.3783 1.0000
ZRIH | 0.7146  0.6454 0.9485  0.7392  0.9604  0.9573  0.4068
HEAE | 0.6777  0.5228  0.8232  0.6746  0.8642  0.8648  0.2235
KMITEE | 0.6817 0.6678  0.9868  0.7501  0.9785  0.9906  0.4355
HWTH%=| 0.3134 0.0578  0.1702  0.2078  0.3178  0.2919. —0.4193
TH#s [ —0.2781 —0.4037 —0.4926 —0.3589 —0.3683 —0.3688 —0.8571
EhNER| 0.7429  0.4811 0.7399  0.6159  0.8087  0.7442  0.3780
TRIK LEAE BAHE KTERE T & X BHFE
REH | 0.7146  0.6777  0.6817  0.3134 —0.2781 —0.7429
JEH | 0.6454  0.5228  0.6678  0.0578 —0.4037 —0.4811
£ K| 0948 0.8232 0.9868  0.1702 —0.4926  0.7399
WML HA#% | 0.7392 0.6746 0.7501  0.2078 —0.3589  0.6159
#WwI#®| 0.9604 0.8642  0.978  0.3178 —0.3683  0.8087
R | 0.9573  0.8648  0.9906  0.2919 —0.3688  0.7442
EHpETE | 0.4068 0.2235  0.4355 —0.4193 —0.8571 0.3780
SRTH | 1.0000 0.9242 0.9675  0.3487 —0.3311  0.7623
KAz | 0.9242  1.0000 0.8764  0.5480 —0.1025  0.6906
BITRE | 0.9675  0.8764 1.0000  0.2902 —0.3868  0.7441
WTHE | 0.3487  0.5480  0.2902  1.0000  0.6151  0.3492
TH#E | —0.3311 —0.1025 —0.3868  0.6151  1.0000 —0.2689
BEHER| 0.7623  0.6906 0.7441  0.3492 —0.2689  1.0000
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Table 4 Correlation matrix of normalized data
(’ HELTF—2EEY MY v IR

K EEHE LT R BT B i EERE TFHEE

KEH 1.0000  0.0466
FETE | 0.0466 1.0000 -
B TH 0.0181 —0.4149
B 0.2162 —0.2359
PEMERERY | —0.0703 —0.3940
THpEHE | 0.0553 0.3726 -
THRIF | 0.1625 —0.2768
BAR 0.1190 —0.3754
BIE | 0.0051 —0.3347
TH= 0.0199 —0.3873
THEEE | 0.0200 —0.3894
w& N 0.2298 —0.2933

0.0181 0.2162 —0.0703 0.0553
0.4149 —0.2359 —0.3940 0.3726
1.0000  0.1203  0.4250 -—0.5174
0.1203 1.0000 0.5235 —0.5240
0.4250  0.5235 1.0000 —0.9445
0.5174 —0.5240 —0.9445 1.0000
0.4186  0.6115  0.6244 —0.6903
0.5008  0.5623 0.6937 —0.7697
0.4784  0.6093  0.7737 —0.8553
0.4280 0.6088  0.7340 —0.8072
0.4982 0.5811 0.7725 —0.8571
0.4489  0.3152  0.3554 —0.3296

YRTH BRAERE BILE THERE TEXRX T 7

s 0.1625  0.1190
FETE | 0.2768 —0.3754 —
BOTHE | 0.4186  0.5008
B Offi| 0.6115  0.5623
WA | 0.6244  0.6937
EHPEE | 0.6903 —0.7697 —
ST | 1.0000 0.8944
BAR | 0.8944  1.0000
BTE | 0.7497  0.8223
THE ] 0.7200  0.8032
TH#®E | 0.7759  0.8638
w H1| 0.3354  0.3274

0.0051 0.0199  0.0290 0.2298
0.3347 —0.3873 —0.3894 —0.2933
0.4784  0.4280  0.4982 0.4489
0.6093  0.6088  0.5811 0.3152 ;
0.7737  0.7340 0.7725 0.3554
0.8553 —0.8072 —0.8571 —0.3296
0.7497 ~ 0.7205  0.7759 0.3354
0.8223 0.8032  0.8638 0.3274
1.0000 0.8332 0.9031 0.2717
0.8332 1.0000 0.9326 0.3315
0.9031 0.9326 1.0000 0.3258
0.2717 0.3315  0.3258  1.0000
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Fig. 1 Distribution of accident frequency rate
classified by excavation method
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Fig. 2 Distribution of accident frequency rate
classified by transportation system
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gg.gg é Table 5 Principal component analysis by actual data
2080 RIEEIC & 5 ERAPHF
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3.82 3 SR 0.7110 —0.1620 —0.1666 ' 0.5595
st b E E 0.9719 —0.0896 —0.1308 , 0.9697
T B AR B R EE G mg& 0.7891 —0.0228 —0.1486 1 0.6453
T 15 044 11341 12.791 16951 BT 0.9762  0.0658 —0.0658 ! 0.9617
‘ ‘ ‘ : JEBERT | 0.9644  0.0664 —0.1654 | 0.9619
Fig.3 Distribution of accident frequency rate AR 0.5072 ~0.7503  0.2051 , 0.8623
" classified by type of entrance approach XRTHK 0.9707  0.1057 —0.0896 ' 0.9615
ROBRKERERD R RESAR 0.8800  0.3389 —0.0558 ' 0.8924
BT 0.9763  0.0412 —0.1470 , 0.9764
RTHRE 0.2848  0.8918  0.1190 1 0.8905
I TaEE | —0.4369  0.8649 —0.0343 ' 0.9401
BhHEE 0.8228  0.1119  0.3897 | 0.8414
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Fig. 4 Factor loading corresponding to the 1st
and 2nd principal component by actual

data
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Table 6 Principal component analysis '

by normalized data

BEEAEETBIZL 5 RN
EHS 1 2 3 :
EAME | 6.9006  1.2504  LIAT00 | e
- 0.5750  0.6793  0.7767 :%5-5@
KR 0.0716  0.9006 —0.0927 ' 0.8248
FErE | —0.4763  0.1043 —0.5513 | 0.5417
BT TH 0.5811 —0.0110 0.6122 , 0.7126
B 0.6700  0.2031 —0.3474 1 0.6568
TR 0.8592 —0.1932 —0.0063 ' 0.7757
FHyEME | —0.9148  0.1970  0.0238 | 0.8762
FRTH 0.8480  0.1513 —0.1823 | 0.7753
AR 0.9085  0.0478 —0.0982 ' 0.8372
AIE 0.9166 —0.1105 —0.1534 ' 0.8760
TR 0.9064 —0.0685 —0.1196 , 0.8406
T g 0.9454 —0.0831 —0.0999 | 0.9107
g N 0.4533  0.4662  0.5202 ' 0.6934
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Fig. 6 Scatter diagram of sample scores corre-
sponding to two major principal
components
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Table 9  Factor analysis by direct varimax method
EFotr (s =y o RK)
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1 I I v
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TR —0.2699 —0.1113 —0.9326 0.0121
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Table 10  Multiple regression analysis by 4 selected variables
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TS i revr e B R N
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EMEH| 0816 | % 5% FE
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Table 11 Multiple regression analysis by 3 selected variables
EARIHAITER (3 ELHER)
= % |REAEE|T | meEsms | n | s
1R R HRE
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