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Behaviour or two Rupture Disks when a Chamber Constituted
by them is Pressurized by a Gas and the Quick Releasing
Method o1 Explosion

by Heizaburo TSURUMI*

A single rupture disk has been ordinarily used as one of the safety devices for pressure vessels. But,
in this study, two rupture disks are fitted in series on a vessel as shown in Fig.2. A éhamber between
the two disks was filled with a pressurized gas which was air, nitrogen or helium. The sample rupture
disks were made of flat aluminum plate, and the operating rupture pressure of the disk was 3.78 kgf/
cm? The chamber gas was pressurized at the maximum 3.5 kgf/cm? The volume of chamber was 56. 65
X 1073 litre. The rupture pressure of the disks for the dynamic pressure were measured by the explosion
of premixed hydrogen-air gases for each charged gas.

The behaviour of the rupture disks connected with the charged gas are shown in Fig.3 and Fig.5
through 11. The relation between the rupture pressure, flame velocity and charged gas pressure (back
pressure) are given in Fig 8, when the flame velocity is less than approximately 100m/sec. In the case
of helium, even then the back pressure was 3 kgf/cm?, the rupture pressures were less than those of
charged nitrogen of the atmospheric pressure. It was shown that the back pressure depended on the
density of the charged gas.

As shown in paragraph 3.1 and 3.2, the rupture pressure of disks depends on the back pressure under
the conditions of the statical pressure and dynamic pressure. From the results, the author concludes that
a pair of two disks is useful as a safety device under some application conditions. If the charged pressure
is varied, a change of the rupture pressure of this system is possible, but the maximum charged pressure
of the chamber will not be beyond the operating rupture pressure of the disk.

As described in paragraph 3.3, before the explosion wave reaches in front of the upstream side disk
when an explosion occurs inside of the vessel, if the pressure of chamber is reduced quickly to the
atmosﬁheric pressure, the upstream side disk will break at the rupture pressure of the disk without
back pressure and the downstream side disk will break successively.

Photo. 8 shows an example of the operating ability of this system when the charged gas is air and the
back pressure is 3.5 kgf/cm?. _—

In order to apply of this quick releasing method of explosion, the condition of explosions velocity and

the exhaust times of back pressure were given as shown in Fig 13, Fig. 14 and Eqs. (3) to (6).

*  [fp2pfgeEk (Chemical Safety Research Division)
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Behaviour of two Rupture Disks when a Chamber Constituted by them is Pressu-
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The purpose of this study is to investigate the behaviours of two rupture disks
which constitute the walls of a chamber charged by a pressurized gas and to
develop a new quick releasing method of explosion. The samples are flatly shaped
aluminum disks, and air, nitrogen or helium is used as a charged gas chamber.

The dynamic rupture pressures of the disks were measured by the explosion of
premixed hydrogen-air gases for each charged gas.

The correlation between the behaviour of the rupture pressure and the back
pressure was obtained under the conditions of the statical pressure and dynamic
pressure. It was confirmed that the effect of the back pressure depended on the
density of charged gas.

From the results, the author has concluded that the method of using two disks
fixed as in this study will be useful as a safety device under a certain application
condition. (14 Figures, 8 Photographs, 21 References)
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