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Electron Fractographical Study on the Causes of Metals Failure

(2nd Report)

Analysis of the fatigue striations in the high strength aluminum alloy
Eiji AKIYAMA#** . Taiji KONDO** . Yoshio KITSUNATI**

Fractographical features of the high strength aluminum alloy, and especially the nature of the fatigue
striation formed during Stage II crack growth, were examined quantitatively, to apply the fractogra-
phical technique for the analysis of the failure causes and to clear the fatigue fracture mechanism.

Mechanical properties and chemical composition of the test material are shown in Tables 1 and 2.
The shape of the fatigue test specimen is illustrated in Fig. 1. Fatigue tests were carried out under
tension and compression by means of Vibrophor. Macroscopic crack growth rate on both surfaces of
the specimen was measured by two optical microscopes with low magnification (x20).

Specimens for the electron microscope observation were made by the two stage carbon replica method.
Those replicas were shadowed with chromium at 45° to the macroscopic crack growth direction.

Measurements on transmissivity for analysis of striations were carried out by the micro photometer.
Transmissivity curves of the film were automatically recorded by the pen-deflection recorder. As
illustrated in Fig. 6, one cycle in the transmissivity curves coincided with a striation spacing.

Striation spacing was measured for each location and stress amplitude applied during the test.
Distribution of striation spacing was shown with histograms in Fig.7. Moreover, mean value, standand .
deviation and coefficient of variation of the striation spacing were recorded in Fig.7 and Table 3.

The relation between macroscopic growth rate and striation spacing is exhibited in Fig. 9. Striation
spacing was plotted against the stress intensity factor range 4K computed from Eq. (2). The correla-
tion of striation spacing to 4K is shown in Fig.10.

Assuming that transmissivity curves are similar to shapes of the striation, shapes of the striation
and fluctuation of the striation spacing were examined. Fourier analysis of the transmissivity curves
was attempted to show the shape of the striation. Typical examples of the result are shown in Egs.
(6) and (7). Auto correlation function of the transmissivity curves were also calculated to exhibit
the fluctuation of the striation spacing (Figs. 11, 12 and 13).

The main results may be summarized as follows.

(1) Stress amplitude, crack length, crack growth rate, tear line, inclusions and other particles have
influence on the formation of the striation.

(2) Striation spacing tends to increase in proportion to crack length and stress amplitude, therefor,
striation spacing depends on the stress intensity factor range AK. '

(3) Compared with each coefficient in the results of the Fourier analysis on the transmissivity curves,
the shapes of the striation may be estimated in micro-range.

(4) Fluctuations of the striation spacing are indicated by the auto correlation function of the trans-
missivity curves.

For (3) and (4), however, correlations between the absolute value of the shapes on the fracture
surfaces and the transmissivity curves obtained from the electron micrograph are necessary to make
study still more. :
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Table 2 Chemical composition of the test material.
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Fig.1 Shape of fatigue test specimen.
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Fig.3 Changing in shapes of striatione associated with distance from notch.
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Some examples of the disorder of striat-
ions arounds inclusions.

4(a), 4(b) and 4 (c) : Inclusions will
accelerate crack propagation.

4(d), 4(e), 4(f) and 4 (g) : Inclusions
will arrest crack propagation.
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Fig.5 Transition region between fatigue
cracked and overload fracture region.
Serpentine glide may be seen in the
transition region.
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Fig.7 Histograms of striation spacing.
D : Distacne from notch.
o : Stress amplitude.
X : Mean value.
@ : Standard deviation.
C. V: Coefficient of fluctuation.
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Table 3 Distribution of striation spacing for
each electron-micrograph.
Stress amplitude 9.6kg/mm?2, number
of cycles 617x 108, distance from no-
tch 2~3mm.
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Fig.9 Comparison of macroscopic growth rate
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Fig.11 An example of auto correlation function of transmissivity curves.
11(a) Fatigue striation in a high strength Al alloy, stress amplitude
12.0kg/mm3, 1.05x10% cycles to failure.
11(b) A part of transmissivity curves obtained between the allow.
11(c) Auto correlation function, correlation distance 2.
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Fig.12 An example of auto correlation function of transmissivity curves.
12(a) Fatigue striations in a high strength Al alloy, stress amplitude
11.5kg/mm?, 155x10% cycles to failure.
12(b) A part of transmissivity curves obtained between the allow.
12(c) Auto correlation function, correlation distance 2.
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Fig.13 An example of auto correlation function
of transmissivity curves.
13(a) Fatigue striation and inclusions.
13(b) Auto correlation function of trans-
missivity curves obtained the A
allow in Fig.13 (a).
Auto correlation function of trans-
missivity curves obtained the B
allow in Fig.13 (a).
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Electron Fractographical Study on the Causes of Metals Failure
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Analysis of the fatigue striations in the high strength aluminum alloy.

E.AKIYAMA, T.KONDO, Y.KITSUNAI

Research Report of the Research Institute of Industrial Safety.

RIIS-RR-20-4, 1~17 (1972)

Striations observed on the fatigue fracture surfaces in the high strength aluminum
alloy were discussed quantitatively, in order to obtain failure analysis techniques
capable of quantitatively evaluating the stress condition from fracture surfaces and

to clear the mechanism of fatigue failure.
The measurment on analysis of the striation was used by a micro-photometer.
Relation between striation spacing and macroscopic crack growth rate, and

striation spacing against stress intensity factor range AK were examined.

Assuming that transmissivity curves are similar to shapes of the striation, shapes
of the striation and fluctuation of the striation spacing were shown with Fourier
analysis and auto correlation function.

(3 Tables, 15 Figures, 28 References)
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