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3 Emerging Occupational Health Hazards among Health Care Workers in the New 
Millennium P20-05

Research on occupational health issues specific to nursing home Health Care Workers (HCW) will 
become essential as the world’s population rapidly ages and a greater proportion of the nation’s health 
care workforce are concentrated in this area. The major issues among them will be work-related 
musculoskeletal disorders, occupational dermatoses, needlestick and sharps injuries, and other issues 
related to overtime and / or shift work. All of the issues raised and suggestions offered from our research 
are appropriate for the wider community, articularly those in developing countries. Research on HCW 
needlestick and sharps injuries are especially important for regions where HIV infection is endemic and 
therefore represents a critical threat for health care staff. Objective of the project is (1) to investigate the 
distribution of work-related musculoskeletal disorders, occupational dermatitis, needlestick and sharps 
injuries, and other issues related to overtime and / or shift work among health care workers (HCW) in 
hospitals and nursing homes. (2) to develop effective interventions to help reduce or prevent these 
issues among HCW, particularly those related to needlestick and sharps injuries. 
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